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Lightfoot retires from Child and Family Services after 37 years as children’s advocate
Over 150 people are expected to turn out at the retirement party for Jack Lightfoot, who retires from the private, nonprofit, Child and Family Services of NH, after 37 years as one of premier child advocates in the state.  The event happens Tuesday, December 13, 4:00-6:00pm, at the Kimball Jenkins Estate in Concord.
As director of the NH Children’s Lobby, the advocacy wing of CFS, Lightfoot, is credited for shaping or influencing many laws and public policies that guard children’s rights and serve their needs. Under his direction, the CFS advocacy program, in conjunction with concerned citizens, has advanced the well-being of children and families in many ways including, but not limited to, the following:  Revised child abuse and neglect laws, launched the Foster Care Health Project, co-founded NH CARES and the NH Children’s Alliance, co-wrote the guardianship of minors law, promoted day care licensing, evolved a restorative juvenile justice model, revised action settlement laws to ensure availability and stability of critical services to children, shepherded every change in adoption laws since the laws were written, and championed CHINS (Children in Need of Services).  
Lightfoot explains, “Here, at CFS, I have been able to match my own commitment to disempowered people with that of a large, nonprofit organization dedicated to similar goals.   The advocacy team at CFS has been an effective, and at times, the only voice speaking out for abused and neglected children, children in trouble with the law, children and families in poverty, children in foster care, and children with disabilities.”
Lightfoot has served on the boards of several organizations including the Disability Rights Center, Manchester Mental Health Center, NH Association of Mental Health, NH Legal Assistance, and he served on the last “Action Committee for Foster Care” in the country.   He also supervised the writing of the Guardian ad Litem Law and is the chair of the GAL board.   In addition, he has served on the court improvement project and permanency planning task force. 
“Jack Lightfoot is one of those quiet heroes that children will never really hear about,” says Mike Ostrowski, president/CEO of Child and Family Services, “but their lives are so much safer and their well being protected because of his 37 years as their advocate.”
Well respected in his field, Lightfoot has been recognized numerous times by local and national organizations including EEIN (Early Education and Intervention Network of NH), and the Child Welfare League of America, among others.
"Everyone agrees that working for the well-being of children is a high priority in a civilized society.  That's easy,” says Marilyn Mahoney, chair of the Child and Family Services board of trustees and advocacy committee. “Figuring out how to do that work, how to develop sensible policies for children, and then to implement those policies given the realities of politics, budget restraints, and competing interests -- that is the hard part.  It takes dedication, focus, research, education, hard work, wisdom, and a gentle heart.
“I am honored to have been privileged to work with him and to learn from him,” Mahoney continues. “His legacy will be enduring, and his name long will be recognized as that belonging to the best voice New Hampshire's children could have."

When asked how he has never wavered in his mission, even when it seemed an uphill battle, Lightfoot maintains, “You go forward anyway, because it’s the right thing to do.  We can never give up trying for our kids.”  
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